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therewith, his theory also. These modifications were of such a
kind that they involved modifications of his theory and practice
with regard to the State also, and so we shall best understand them
if we first propound Zwingli's original and characteristic view of
the State and the Word of God's relation to it.x"
Zwingli, like the other great Reformers, was strongly opposed to
anarchy jnjevery..guise. He is at great pains to prove from Scrip,
ture that,the magistracy is ordained by God (not the Word of
God, be it noted). The Scriptural passages taken by some to rule
out the necessity of having or obeying magistrates are really
designed, he points out, to condemn tyranny, not magistracy as
such; and there are many passages which emphasize the obliga-
tion of Christians to obey the properly constituted authority. He
is equally insistent that the view is false which asserts that no
Christian can hold a magistracy; on the contrary, only a Christian
can be a good magistrate,1 As regards the structure of a State,
Zwingli affirms that in external matters it closely resembles the
true Church; for in it each must care for the welfare of the whole;
dangers, and sometimes good fortune, must be shared; no one may
use his gifts exclusively for his own benefit, and no one may stir up
strife.2 A State will be happy only if true religion be found in it.3
The duties of a magistrate are discussed, and those of the subject
in relation to him; even an impious magistrate is a minister of
God for the execution of justice and must be obeyed, unless he
give an order in contradiction to the will of God; in which case
he may be^deposedX'TEe^magistrate is, of course, entitled to use
force in the carrying out of his functions, acting as the servant of
God in the punishment of crime.6 The Church and all matters of
religion are independent of the State. But if the State is Christian
it has the duty in an emergency, but only in an emergency, to
come to the assistance of the Church. When it does this, it must
act without force, for there must be no compulsion in the sphere
of reli gion.6
We may notice about this theory of the State that Zwingli
does not explicitly place the magistrates under the direct domina-
tion of the Word. They are entitled, it appears, to carry out the
1 III, 867-77 (from the de vera etfalsa Religione, 1525, as are the next four references).
2111,867,868.                                                                                3111,868.
: 4 III, 880-8; cf. Articles 37, 38, and 42 of the Sixty-seven Articles (I, 462, 463).
. B III, 883, 884; cf. Article 40 (I, 462).
6 This is stated on the authority of A. Farner, op. cit., Dritter Teilj and his references
'.are at the moment impossible to obtain; but the idea that the State should at times
interfere-follows naturally from Article 14 (1^459): 'all Christians are to take the
greatest pains to ensure that the Gospel of Christ alone is preached everywhere*'